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To whom it may concern: 
  

In the fall semester of my first year at the University of Connecticut, I enrolled in Psych 
1100 with Prof. Mora Reinka.  Like any freshman college student, I was overcome with a wave 
of different emotions: anxiety, excitement, stress, pride, wonderment, and worry, about the new 
chapter ahead of me. With very little experience of what to expect in a college course or from 
any college professor, there was a lot of trepidation; especially due to the fact that this 
psychology course was a requirement for my declared major. To put it simply, it made for an 
especially nerve racking first day. Before I speak to my specific experience in Psych 1100, I 
should note that as a result of the success that I had in taking Psych 1100, I went on to taking 
another course the following year with Professor Reinka (Psych 2700). I never thought twice 
about recommending her to friends.  

Professor Reinka has proven herself to be an engaging instructor who used effective, 
relevant and mindful teaching methods. She connects personally with students in a genuine and 
meaningful way and my confidence in her ability to be impactful to students comes from 
firsthand experience with her being my professor for two semesters. She was consistently 
patient, approachable, and kind. I believe that the content in both courses that I have taken with 
Professor Reinka ultimately stuck with me because of her methods of delivery, the relevance of 
the topics, and her ability to engage students. 

With the pleasure of having taken two courses with Professor Reinka, I can confidently 
speak to her ability to create and maintain a space where I (and I confidently believe other 
students) felt encouraged and supported.  Specifically, Professor Reinka frequently checked in 
with students to clarify questions, review topics, and solidify connections using in-class surveys, 
games, partner activities group collaborations and individual reflections. Professor Reinka went 
above and beyond to ensure the course materials were thoroughly explored.  The work I had in 
class never felt useless or redundant. Professor Reinka used student’s progress and engagement 
as a gauge to determine understanding.  
During class lectures, Professor Reinka used engaging PowerPoint presentations and anecdotes 
to make the information more relatable. I never felt like and topic was beyond me. Whenever I 
faced a challenge as far as coordination with personal matters all the way to clarification on 
course material, I found it easy to reach out to Professor Reinka through email, before or after 
class when she remained available for all students, or during her specific office hours. All in all, 
Mora was within and easy to reach. In the times I met with professor Reinka, I found that she 
was never in a rush. Her goal was always work out any questions that students may have.  

Amongst the plethora of materials made available to students from podcasts to lecture 
slides to textbook readings, I felt I had all the resources I needed to prepare for exams and review 
class notes. In addition to the number of resources that Professor Reinka had available 
throughout the semester, she offered assignments that always helped with preparing for exams.  

Professor Reinka came to class each day with a consistent and reliably positive attitude. 
Furthermore, she maintained an impressively unwavering composure.  She was always easy to 
approach and willing to help in any way she could. Professor Reinka can be described as kind, 
caring, and personable. I appreciate all that she has done for me and the valuable lessons I 



learned while in her class. In any position, Professor Reinka would prove herself to be an 
instructor who is interested in and dedicated to student learning. After having now successfully 
completed two courses with Professor Reinka, I believe the foundational elements I learned in 
Psych 1100 and the expanded knowledge I gained in Psych 2700 has prepared me well for my 
higher-level Psych courses. I am so happy to have had the opportunity to take these courses with 
her. All in all, Professor Reinka is clearly dedicated to her students. It was more than obvious 
throughout my time spent in both courses that she is organized, dependable, timely, and above all 
knowledgeable. It’s a great pleasure to have the opportunity to recommend her for a position. 
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